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lows: The sub-arachnoid space and the labyrinths are communicating 
and variations in pressure or chemical composition of the cerebro-spinal 
fluid affect the papilla of the labyrinth immediately. The most manifest 
symptom of labyrinthine irritation is oculomotor troubles. The most 
frequent of the reflex oculomotor troubles produced by irritation of the 
labyrinth are paralytic or spasmodic phenomena affecting the sixth pair 
of cranial nerves. In the cases referred to above, the injection of the 
toxic substance is followed by irritation of the labyrinth and reflex paraly¬ 
sis of the abducens. 

C. D. Camp (Ann Arbor, Mich.). 


Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift 

(June 16, 1906.) 

1. The Question of Cost of Larger or Smaller Pavilions. Delbruck. 

2. Paresis in the Canton Luzern in the Period from 1873 to 1900. 

Elmiger. 

1. Cost of Pavilions. —After a somewhat lengthy mathematical and 
geometrical argument, the writer concludes that institutions should not 
be built solely on the basis of cost, but on the obtainable results of care 
from a psychiatric standpoint. 

2. Paresis in Luzern. —The population of this canton was 134,000 in 
1874 and 145,000 in 1900, mostly agricultural. During these twenty-eight 
years there were admitted to the asylum 91 paretics—74 men and 17 
women. Of the men, only 6 were farmers. This is only a percentage of 
3.8 as against 25 to 30 per cent, in the larger cities and industrial com¬ 
munities. 

(June 23 and 30, 1906.) 

1. Defects in the Prussian Statistics of Asylums for the Insane, Epilep¬ 

tics, Idiots, Weakminded and Nervous. Grunau. 

2. Some Points about so-called “ Moral Insanity.” Nacke. 

1. Defects in Statistics of Prussian Asylums. —(Continued.) 

2. Moral Insanity. —The author believes that the cases of so-called 
“ moral insanity ” show defects in other spheres than the ethical. The 
symptoms are those of defect, and therefore the terms moral weak- 
mindedness or idiocy are preferable to the term insanity. We should 
realize, however, that the condition is one of a disordered or disintegrated 
“ psyche,” showing the symptoms of moral defect in the foreground. He 
classifies the cases under three rubrics: 1. The weakminded; 2, the degen¬ 
erate (superior degenerates), the largest group; 3, cases with mild, peri¬ 
odical anomalies of mood, the smallest group. 

The author takes exception to the use of Lombroso’s term “ born 
criminal,” and points out that man is a product of his make-up plus his 
environment, so we might as well speak of “ born poets,” “ born direc¬ 
tors,” etc. He calls attention to the fact that the moral and the intellect 
in general develop together, but they often become dissociated, and the 
important problem of “moral insanity” is to understand the process of 
this dissociation as well as the “ affect-disposition.” 

As to the treatment neither asylum nor prison is ideal. An asylum 
attached to a prison, or better yet a separate asylum is best. Castration 
he decries and calls attention to the possibility of causing thus perverse 
desires. 
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(July 7, 1906.) 

1. The Application of Artificially Produced Venous Hyperemia of the 

Brain in the Insane. Dr. New. 

2. The Objects of the Aid Societies for Discharged Lunatics in Baden 

and the Means of Obtaining Them. Dr. Arthur Barbo. 

3. Defects in the Prussian Statistics of Asylums for the Insane, Epilep¬ 

tics, Idiots, Weakminded and Nervous. Dr. Grunau. 

1. Artificial Hyperemia of the Brain. —The method of producing 
cerebral hyperemia is the method of Bier’s by the use of a restricting 
band about the neck, tightened enough to interfere with the return venous 
circulation. The author describes in detail the technic, and says the band 
is tight enough when the face becomes somewhat bluish and swollen. 
Trying it on himself, he remarks how surprised he was at the slight dis¬ 
comfort in relation to the amount of congestion as indicated by his ap¬ 
pearance in the mirror. 

Bier reports several cases, mostly epileptic, treated this way. Of 10 
cases of epilepsy, 1 was made worse, 6 improved, and 3 remained with¬ 
out change. 

The author experimented more with mental diseases and those cases 
that little was to be hoped from. He reports 23 cases-—3 paresis, 3 
epilepsy, 8 melancholia, 3 dementia praecox, 5 paranoia, 1 amentia. No 
case showed any unfavorable results. Improvement both physical and 
mental occurred in one case of beginning paresis. No noteworthy influ¬ 
ence was demonstrated in epilepsy. Slight improvement was noted in all 
the cases of melancholia. Dementia praecox and paranoia were uninflu¬ 
enced. The pain in three cases of anemic headache was lessened and one 
case of anemic vertigo improved. There were no complaints of insomnia. 

2. Societies for Discharged Lunatics in Baden— (Continued.) 

3. Defects in Prussian Statistics. — (Concluded.) Of local interest 
only. 

(July 14, 1906.) 

1. Statistical Contribution to the Etiology of Epilepsy. (Continued.) 

Dr. Karl Siebold. 

2. The Objects of the Aid Societies for Discharged Lunatics in Baden 

and the Means of Obtaining Them. Dr. Arthur Barbo. 

1. Etiology of Epilepsy.- —(Continued.) 

2. Statistics for Discharged Lunatics in Baden. — (Concluded.) Of 
local interest only. 

(July 2i, 1906.) 

1. Occupation Psychoses. Hellpach. (Continued.) 

2. Statistical Contribution to the Etiology of Epilepsy. (Continued.) 

(July 28, 1906.) 

1. Occupation Psychoses. 

2. Statistical Contribution to the Etiology of Epilepsy. 

1. Occupation Psychoses. —(Continued.) 

2. Etiology of Epilepsy. —The author sums up the results of his sta¬ 
tistical inquiry as follows: (1) Of the 913 cases studied 59.2% were male, 
40.8% female. (2) 83% were afflicted before the 20th year. In the first 
decennium the males, in the second the females are more numerous. (3) 
In a quarter of the cases no cause was ascertainable, in the remainder 
55-2% were hereditarily afflicted; these suffer earlier in life than those 
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not so afflicted. The maternal inheritance is common and more danger¬ 
ous than the paternal. (4) There was a neuro-psychopathic defect in 
34.8%, % commoner in males than females (21.8% against 13.0%). 
Consanguinity of the ancestors (grandparents) occurred in 3%, and if 
we may draw conclusions from so small a number of cases (n) it would 
seem that blood relationship in the ascendants was more dangerous, for 
the male than the female descendants. In 42% near relatives were af¬ 
fected, females more commonly than males. (5) Abuse of alcohol by 
the parents was proved in 18.8%, in the male progeny double as common 
as in the female. Alcoholism in the father as a cause of epilepsy is more 
important than acquired alcoholic poisoning (18.8% against 2.9%). (6) 

In 30% of the cases were found acquired causes; of this number 16% 
were the result of the infectious diseases. 10% followed bodily trauma, 
more frequent in males. Alcohol occurred as an independent cause in 
only an inconsiderable number, 2.9%. ( 7 ) The cause of the first attack 

was ascertained in 27.5%. 


(August 4, 1906.) 

1. Occupation Psychoses. (Concluded.) * 

2. Statistical Contribution to the Etiology of Idiocy. _ 

1. Occupation Psychoses .—The author thinks this an important field 
of inquiry because of recent trends in'psychiatry which make an effort 
to explain somewhat psychic symptoms by environment. He mentions 
the moral defect of the “collector,” the liability to alcohol and drug 
addiction of the druggist, the hysterical colored psychic change of the 
actor, and the “one foot in the dream world” condition of the artist. 

2. Etiology of Idiocy .—This is a statistical study based on 290 cases. 
The per cent, having hereditary tendencies shows unusually large, 46.9% 
for males and 55-5% for females. The percentages of bodily diseases 
acting as causes are also high, 12.6% for males and 21.6% for females, 
with an additional 8.4% and 21.6% respectively doubtful. Practically one 
half of the cases in early life had suffered from rhachitis. 

White. 


Journal de Psychologie Normale et Pathologique 

(Fourth Year, No. 2. March-April, 1907.) 

There are no original articles in this number of the Journal, the 
space being occupied by the report of the January II, 1907, session of 
the Societe de Psychologie. In this report appears the history of an 
interesting case of Mnesic Negativism (Fixed Idea or Obsession . of 
Forgetfulness) by Seglas. The adroitness of the examiner in eliciting 
the fact that the patient’s forgetfulness is not due to a true amnesia, but 
to the obsessed idea that he cannot remember, is the particularly interest¬ 
ing point in the report. There are also two communications from Marie, 
one upon Some Cerebral Localizations in Aphasia, with report of cases, 
and another upon Eunuchism and Sexual Psychology. 

(Fourth Year, No. 3. May-June, 1907.) 

1. Certain Properties of the Mental Act. Tassy. 

2. The Solar Plexus and Its Functions. (To be continued.) Laignel- 

Lavastine. 



